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Mr. Denne's Obſervations on a Triple Stone” Seat 
at Upchurch i» Kent. In a Letter to Mr. Gough. 


Read at the Socixr of ANTI@QUARIES February 19, 1798. 5 


DEAR S1R, | 


R. Thomas Fiſher has favoured me with the incloſed 
delineation * of a triple ſtone ſeat in the chancel 
of the church of Upchurch, a pariſh in Eaſt Kent, ſituated 
between Rainham and the river Medway ; and, as, to the 
beſt of my recollection, theſe ſtalls differ in form from any 
ſpecimen hitherto exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries, I 
am inclined to believe that this repreſentation of them may 
not be unacceptable. 


Had the drawing paſled under my inſpection before I! 1 had 


concluded my remarks on ſtone ſeats in general, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have offered it as an inſtance in point to corroborate 
the notion I had advanced, that the ſtalls yet extant in the 
chancels of many of our pariſh churches, were not originally 
conſtructed for the conveniency of the officiating clergy, but 


for the uſe of the impropriators, who had unqueſtionably a 


right of admiſſion into the chancel during the celebration of 
divine worſhip. 

The church of Upchurch belonged to the Premonſtratenſian 
abbey of Liſle Dieu in Normandy, and that religious houſe 
ſeems, at an early period, to have acquired an appropriation 
of it; becauſe when archbiſhop Wittleſey, in the year 1369, 
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augmented the portion for the maintenance of a perpetual vicar 
to five marks per year, it is ſet forth in the inſtrument of or- 
dination, that it had been for ſome time appropriated. The 
hoſpital of St. Catharine near the Tower appears to have 
had a temporary intereſt in this church ; but king Henry the 
Sixth, in the 17th year of his reign, at the requeſt of archbiſhop 
Chicheley, granted the appropriation of Upchurch, and the 
advowſon of the vicarage, to the newly eſtabliſhed college of 
All Souls in Oxford, in which body they ſtill remain. In the 
eighth year of Richard the Second this church was valued at 
L. 23. 65. 8d. and the parſonage now conſiſts of a houſe, 
other buildings, yards, &c. and of eighty-two acres of glebe 
land, of which ſeventeen are arable, ſixty-four of meadow, 
or freſh marſh, and two ſalt marſh, together with the tythes 
of more than 500 acres of land [a]. 

By the munificence of the founder the college is alſo entitled 
to a capital manor farm in the pariſh, ſituated at a ſmall diſ- 


tance weſtward from the church. It is called Horſham, and 
contains upwards of ro acres of land [h. 


E As the ſociety had in this diſtrict poſſeſſions ſo ample and 
beneficial, the management of the eſtate mult ofteu have re- 
quired the ſuperintendance of ſome of its principal members. 
During their abode, when they reſorted to church, there 
cannot be a doubt of their having placed themſelves in the 
chancel, which was to be repaired at the expence of the im- 
propriators; and, as it may be reaſonably concluded, in the 
| ſtalls under review. But, concerning theſe ſtalls, it is ob- 
ſervable, that the fellows of a college were ſatisfied with thoſe 
of a very plain conſtruction, whereas in the neighbouring 
church of Chatham, a triple ſeat, embelliſhed with a profu- 


[4] Haſted's Hiſtory of Kent, vol. II. p. 545+ [5] Ibid. p. we 
ION 
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ſion of the fineſt ſculpture, was prepared for the accomoda- 
tion of the canons of Leedes priory [e]. 

To men of high rank, and to patrons of livings only, was 
there an indulgence of fixed ſeats in a church ; but, in former 
times, as well as in the preſent age, pariſhioners would often 
diſpute about ſeats, two or more being claimants of the ſame 
ſeat. In order to ſtop a practice ſo ſcandalous, and that fre- 
quently occaſioned an interruption of divine offices, it was 
decreed in a ſynod of the dioceſe of Exeter, held under its 
prelate Peter de Quivil, in the year 1284, that, with an 
exception to noble perſons, and to patrons, no one ſhould in 
future claim any ſeat, but that whoever firſt entered a church 
for the purpole of devotion, he might chuſe at his pleaſure a 
place for praying [4]. This conſtitution is cited with the 
view of contraſting with it a letter upon the ſame ſubject, 
written in 1625, by Dr. Buckeridge, who then preſided over 
the dioceſe of Rocheſter, but was in 1628 removed to Ely. 
The original letter is kept with the records of the city of Ro- 
cheſter, from which a-tranſcript was made by Mr. Fiſher, 
and on the peruſal of it one is ſomewhat ſurprized to meet 
with ſuch reſtrictions and prohibitions ſo earneſtly preſſed by 
a biſhop in the 17th century. The letter was addreſſed <* To 


„ the right wor! my very loving friends the Major of Ro- 


[e] Vetuſta Monumenta, vol. III. Pl. IV. and Archaologia, vol. X. PP- 301, 
310. 

[4] Wilkins, Concil. Magn. vol. II. p. 140. Item audivimus, quod prop- 
ter ſedilia in ecclefia rixantur multoties parochiani, duobus vel pluribus unum 
ſedile vendicantibus; propter quod grave ſcandalum in eccleſia generatur, et di- 
vinum ſæpius impeditur officium; ſtatuimus quod nullus de cætero quaſi pro- 
prium ſedile in eccleſia valeat vendicare, nobilibus perſonis et eceleſiarum patronis 
duntaxat exceptis; fi qui orandi cauſa primo ecclefiam introierit juxta propriæ 
voluntatis arbitrium ſibi eligat orandi locum. 


« cheſter, 
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1 cheſter, Mr. Dyer, vicar, and the churchwardens of the 
&« p'ith of St. Nicholas in Rocheſter theis be 
« After my very hartie commendac'ons I have bin moved 

« by Sir Robert Crayford, and ſome others, concerninge ſeats 
in yo"p'iſh church of St. Nicholas, in w*I coulde have bin 
* content that yo ſelfes, amongſt yo ſelfes, ſhould have ſoe 
„ diſpoſed therein, that I ſhould rather have approved yor 
« judgment then given any direc'on at all. I know there are 
„ certen knights, and ladies, and others, inhabitinge in other 
* neighboring pariſhes, who, out of devotion to the preaching 
* of the Goſpel, reſorte to yo" church, who cannot clayme 
“any right of ſeats therein, yet I hold it fitt, that when 
„they doe come, they ſhould have places anſwerable to their 
* rancke and quality. ffor myne owne p'ticular opinion 1 
* doe not thincke it fitt that men and weomen. ſhould be 
placed in the ſame ſeats, neither that weomen ſhould be 
e allowed to ſitt in the chauncell,, wh®** was inſtituted for 
« clarkes. If you thinke good you may diſpoſe of ſuch knights 
jn the ſeats in the quier And it had bin fitt (for the avoyd- 
«* ing all contenc'on about higher roomes in ſuch publique 
« aſſemblies), that you had reſerved two of the principall and 
„ higheſt pewes, on one ſide of the church, where ſuch la. 
dies, and others, that are ſtraungers, might ſett, when they 
% had come to yo" church, wi if you have done I muſt much 
„ approve, and com'end yo judgment, if otherwiſe, it is not 
% yet to late to make ſome ſuch diſpoſic'on to the contents 
&« of yo" owne pariſhoners, and ſuch ſtraungers, as reſorte 
© unto you, wherein I forbeare further to intemeddle, 
© not doubtinge but that herein you will obſerve decency, 
« and order, accordinge to all mens” ſtates and quality. And 
« ſoe 
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* De T comend to the protec' ion of the Almighty, and re- 
„ maine. 


Tron my lodginge in « Your aſſured poor ffreind, 

% Durtanrnowle London, 

ce this purth of Aprill, « JO. ROFF ENS.“ 
ce I 62 "6 ; 


k I am, Dear Sir, 
— Hilmmgton,” 5 6 


27th Oct. 1 794. N truly yours, 


8. DE NN E. 


P. S. Wiſhing for ſome farther information reſpecting the 
chancel of Upchurch church, I applied to Mr. Fiſher, from 


whom ] received the underwritten anſwer: 
« I cannot find that I have any memorandums of this 


church ; but I can nevertheleſs take upon me to ſay, that 
there are no arms or cyphers on the ſcreen behind the ſtalls. 
Indeed I imagine, that ſcreen to be of ſubſequent erection. 
The backs of rhe ſtalls are certainly broken off; but, as I ap- 
prehend, from the plainneſs of their conſtruction, they were 
never deſigned to ſupport ſtone canopies, perhaps they ter- 
minated, like the ancient Gothic arm- chairs, thus (B). Pl. XI. 
« The area oppoſite the arch ſeen beyond the ſtalls is not 
paved, but is covered with a few looſe boards, from which 

I ſuſpect that the altar did not ſtand cloſe to the Eaſt wall, 
but on the verge of the preſent remaining ancient pavement. 
Mr. Haſted, I find, mentions the monument in the North 
chancel, of which the accompanying is an unfiniſhed view, 
and the painted glaſs there ſeen is, I apprehend, the glaſs he 
alludes to—as I do not recolle& any other in the church. It 
B diſplays 


8 
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diſplays nothing but Gothic tracery, wherefore Limagine i 


will not merit your attention. The door which appearson 

one ſide of the monument leads by a winding ſtair- caſe to a 

Gothic vault under this chantry chancel, full of bones, vhich 
I believe to be coëval with the chancel itſelf, and m, per- 

haps, have ſome relation to the monument. This church has 
three different chancels; that on the North ſide contins the 
monument and ſtained glaſs. The middle or great clancel, 
the ſtalls, and three ſteps leading up to the altar, beſides 
which there is a South chancel very ſpacious, with the ſtorey 
anciently the altar, lying in the pavement, as alſo a few 
words of an old inſcription 1 in French, and a ſingularly {mall 
monumental arch in the North wall. Mr. Haſted, I ; imagine, 
noticed the great chancel and nave under the deſcriptions of 
one aile, and ſpecifically mentions the two other chancels, 
becauſe it is probable they: 8 are additions to the church ofa! 


later date.“ 
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At the end of the Barn at Preston HH, 
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